GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
in a state of war for a very long time. South of the Vouga lay the
mountainous backbone of modern Portugal and over it Christian
and Moslem armies had fought for centuries. It was a " no man's
land " in which nothing was cultivated and in which no one was
allowed to stay for long. Well below the Vouga lay the densely
populated Moorish stronghold of Lisbon. South of the Tagus were
big Moslem provinces in which there had been steadily developed
a new civilisation, new to the Peninsula that was, through channels
of commerce, art, science and literature. Silves, in the Algarve,
for example, was a proud city of from 20,000 to 30,000 inhabitants,
largely Yemenite in culture and in origin.
There were nine " Burgundian " kings. Henriques' immediate
successors completed the re-conquest and, mainly through the
agency of the religious orders, devastated and newly-won territory,
much of it waste land, was peopled and re-stocked.
Sancho I, who followed Henriques and reigned for twenty-six
years (1185-1211), proved worthy of the great reputation established
by his father.   He continued the re-conquest, taking Silves in 1189
and holding it for two years.    He founded towns, encouraged
agriculture, intensifying the work of his father in that respect on
such a big scale that he became known as the " settler-king ".
When he died Portugal was prosperous.    Under the three succeed-
ing kings, Affonso II (1211-1223),   Sancho  II  (1223-1248) and"
Affonso III (1248-1279), the re-conquest was completed, the founda-
tions of Portugal were laid and her borders were established.   The
years were not always peaceful ones.   Both the Church (the Clergy
and the religious orders) and the barons grew to power and wealth
and both were in conflict with the Crown, but generally speaking,
great progress was achieved, primarily through agriculture.   "With
die possible exception of King Sancho I, no king appreciated the
value of well-cultivated land more than Diniz who succeeded to
the throne on the death of Affonso III in 1279.     "Throughout the
country he built and rebuilt walls and towns and towers, and
encouraged the cultivators of the soil ... and, as if he foresaw all
Portugal's destined task and glory, he encouraged shipbuilding,
imported an admiral for his fleet from Genoa, and planted the country
about Leiria with pines.   As a poet he has left us a greater number
of lyrics than any other early long, with the exception, perhaps, of
Iris grandfather of Castile.   Aad he wrote them not only in the